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What’s in
this issue?

TOGETHER

Early care and education (ECE) programs provide tremendous benefit to all
children, especially our nation’s most vulnerable children. Children and their

families who experience homelessness deal with a great many challenges. Quality
ECE programs buffer the challenges and risks associated with homelessness by
supporting children’s learning and development in safe, stable and nurturing

environments
.-Serving Homeless Families in Early Care and Education Programs

This edition of Better Together shares information, professional development
opportunities, and resources for early care and education professionals to
support Wisconsin’s children and families experiencing homelessness.
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https://www.collaboratingpartners.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/CPlinkedDocs/Final-Proof.pdf


New State-by-State Early Childhood
Homelessness Data Report

Infant & Toddler Homelessness Across 50 States: 2021-22 - Unveiling the most
detailed examination yet of homelessness impacting infants and toddlers. This
groundbreaking analysis is the first-ever state-by-state compilation of data,
shedding light on the challenges faced by our nation’s youngest children. 

With 364,390 infants and toddlers experiencing homelessness, what now?
SchoolHouse Connection lays out clear and strategic recommendations on
addressing these needs head on. Read the report here or by clicking on the image
below.
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https://schoolhouseconnection.org/infant-and-toddler-homelessness/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/infant-and-toddler-homelessness/


Join the Office of Head Start (OHS) National Center on Parent and Family
Community Engagement for a free three-day virtual professional
development event focused on supporting young children experiencing
homelessness. The event has English and Spanish offerings and has
information for early care and education professionals working both in and
out of Head Start. This training also has information targeting parent
leaders. 

OHS defines the goals of the event as: 
Ensuring families have access to all available supports and services
Strengthening community partnerships that address housing instability
Refreshing program staff’s understanding and application of homelessness-
related regulations
Boosting recruitment, enrollment, and retention of children and families
experiencing homelessness

The virtual professional development event takes place on May 7, 8, and 9,
2024. 

Find more information about the event and register here.

- image  f rom Of f i ce  o f  Head  Sta r t  (OHS)  Nat iona l  Cente r  on  Pa rent ,  Fam i l y ,  and  Commun i t y
Engagement
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https://vshow.on24.com/vshow/hahsi2024/registration/21399?cid=ad24ebdfc7cdc7f45f2d8c7c0ddf6e5b


In September, the US Department of Education released a Dear Colleague
Letter that not only stressed the importance of spending American Rescue
Plan -Homeless Children and Youth (ARP-HCY) funds, but it also updated the
use of the funds to include young children not yet enrolled in the LEA. This
inclusion of early childhood now allows ARP-HCY funding to be used directly
for young children, ages birth to five, where it was previously only allowed to
incidentally benefit them. 

Here are some ARP-HCY for early childhood resources:

SchoolHouse Connection recently hosted a webinar Supporting the School
Readiness of Young Children Experiencing Homelessness with ARP-HCY Funds.
Watch the webinar here, and find other SchoolHouse Connection Webinars
on their Archived Webinars page. 

Learn more about ARP-HCY in the winter edition of Better Together which
took a closer look at the US Department of Education’s Dear Colleague Letter. 

The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction’s Education for Homeless
Children and Youth (DPI-EHCY) updated its ARP-HCY Frequently Asked
Questions document which includes the new guidance.

Learn more about building relationships in Engaging with Families in
Conversations about Sensitive Topics  from the Office of Head Start (OHS)
National Center on Parent, Family, and Community Engagement.

Amer i can  Rescue  P lan-Home less
Ch i l d ren  and  Youth  (ARP-HCY)  Funds
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bWb5noH8Kj0
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2023/09/ARP-HCY-DCL-9.12.2023.pdf
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2023/09/ARP-HCY-DCL-9.12.2023.pdf
https://youtu.be/bWb5noH8Kj0
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/learn/webinars/archived-webinars/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yzApiw_rCLgFyr4le2TSkJ1W2NicUA09/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yzApiw_rCLgFyr4le2TSkJ1W2NicUA09/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/107tzlRzXrw2opie462fjOTk_IHbypLCYQO2uXYrebvI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/107tzlRzXrw2opie462fjOTk_IHbypLCYQO2uXYrebvI/edit?usp=sharing
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/engaging-with-families-conversations-about-sensitive-topics.pdf
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/engaging-with-families-conversations-about-sensitive-topics.pdf


T ra in ing  Oppo r tun i t i es
The Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) recently released Child Find
Outreach Resource: For Children and Families Experiencing Homelessness. The tip
sheet was created for local county Birth to Three Child Find efforts, however the
tip sheet is helpful for all outreach and home visiting efforts. 

Learn more about the Birth to 3 Early Intervention in Wisconsin and how to make
referrals with DHS’s Tips for Birth to 3 Program Referrals sheet. 
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https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p03548a.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p03548a.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p03548a.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p02939.pdf


The mission of the WI Early Childhood
Collaborating Partners: All children will be

healthy, nurtured, safe and successful.

Educato r  T ra in ing  to  Suppo r t  Lea rne rs
Expe r ienc ing  Home lessness  Modu le
The Educator Training to Support Learners Experiencing Homelessness module is a
new and free self paced virtual training. The module was created in partnership
with Education Leads Home, Wisconsin Technical College System, SchoolHouse
Connection, Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, and Wisconsin Early
Childhood Collaborating Partners. 

While the module does have a focus on 4K-12th classrooms, the module prepares
educators of all types to meet the needs of children and families experiencing
homelessness in all learning environments.  Access the free module here. 
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https://media.dpi.wi.gov/title-i/k-12-pre-service-educator-training-to-support-learners-experiencing-homelessness/index.html#/lessons/QA1j4p5QE7_DJXpyfTx7Pf24PndyW6-Z
https://media.dpi.wi.gov/title-i/k-12-pre-service-educator-training-to-support-learners-experiencing-homelessness/index.html#/lessons/QA1j4p5QE7_DJXpyfTx7Pf24PndyW6-Z

