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Better

Sharing information and resources for supporting
Wisconsin’s youngest students experiencing
homelessness

March, 2023

What’s in
this issue?

TOGETHER

Inside this issue of Better Together, you will find information about
grant opportunities for supporting students experiencing
homelessness.  Also included is new data and research on early
childhood homelessness and housing stability in Wisconsin. As you read
the newsletter, reflect on your early childhood program's current
partnerships and efforts. To aide in determining if grant opportunities
and research can support early childhood programs and efforts for
children experiencing homelessness in your community, assess your
current practices with the use of the Self-Assessment Tool for Early
Childhood Programs Serving Families Experiencing Homelessness
created by Administration on Children and Families (ACF), Ounce of
Prevention Fund, and The Corporation for Supportive Housing (CSH).

https://www.earlychildhoodwebinars.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Self_Assessment_Tool_for_Early_Childhood_Programs.pdf


The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI) has competitive grant
opportunities through its Education for Homeless Children and Youth (EHCY)
program. All Wisconsin Local Education Agencies (LEAs), including public school
districts, independent charter schools, or a consortium of LEAs, headed by a
designated lead LEA or Cooperative Educational Service Agency (CESA), are
eligible to apply for the EHCY grant.

Two grants are available to support LEAs in providing support and services to
children and youth experiencing homelessness through The McKinney-Vento
Homeless Assistance Act. The three-year Innovation Grant (2023-2026) is
typically granted in the range of $25,000-$100,000 a year. The two-year
Compliance Grant (2023-2025) is typically granted in the range of
$10,000-$20,000 a year. 

These grant opportunities open many possibilities for engaging families and
supporting children experiencing homelessness. In the 2020-2023 EHCY Grants
Guidelines, grant allowable activities are listed. Two of the many activities are
“The provision of developmentally appropriate early childhood education
programs, not otherwise provided through federal, state, or local funding, for
preschool aged homeless children;” and “The provision of education and training
to the parents and guardians of homeless children and youths about the rights
of, and resources available to, such children and youths, and other activities
designed to increase the meaningful involvement of parents and guardians of
homeless children and youths in the education of such children and youths.”
These two allowable activities alone open the door to many options to support
and engage with families and children, but many more opportunities are
possible with these grants. Now is a great time to collaborate with community
partners to identify local community needs and dream of possibilities grant
funding would allow your LEA to provide. 
Grant applications are due in April of 2023, six weeks after the grant application
opens up. Applicants will be notified of intent to fund in July of 2023.

Learn more about the Innovation and compliance grant and how to apply here. 

Learn more about Developmentally Appropriate Practices (DAP) here.

Education for Homeless Children and Youth
(EHCY)Grant Opportunities

https://nche.ed.gov/legislation/mckinney-vento/
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/homeless/pdf/2020-23_Education_for_Homeless_Children_and_Youth_EHCY_Grant_Guidelines.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/homeless/grant-info
https://dpi.wi.gov/early-childhood/devel-approp


Our partners at SchoolHouse Connection and the University of Michigan’s
Poverty Solutions, recently released the “Child and Youth Homelessness Data
Profiles,” which shine a light on child and youth homelessness across the
country. It brings together national, state, congressional, county, and school
district data on child and youth homelessness. Along with the data profiles,
SchoolHouse Connection and Poverty Solutions released two analyses of the
data: Seen & Served: How Dedicated Federal Funding Supports the
Identification Of Students Experiencing Homelessness and The Education of
Children and Youth Experiencing Homelessness: Trends, Challenges, and
Needs.

Communities can access the data and briefs to assess where under-
identification is most likely to occur, better understand the impact of
homelessness on children and youth, build stronger infrastructure to
identify children and youth experiencing homelessness, and learn how to
support them to achieve academic success and escape the cycle of
homelessness. These resources are a key step towards improving worrying
trends of increased youth and child homelessness. 

Find it here.

Ch i l d  and  Youth  Home less  i n  the
Un i ted  S tates :  Data  P ro f i l es

https://schoolhouseconnection.org/
https://tableau.dsc.umich.edu/t/UM-Public/views/National_State_Local_Child_and_Youth_Homelessness_Data_Profiles/NationalStateLocalstory?%3Adisplay_count=n&%3Aembed=y&%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y&%3Aorigin=viz_share_link&%3AshowAppBanner=false&%3AshowVizHome=n
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/seen-and-served/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/fy24-ehcy-fact-sheet/
https://tableau.dsc.umich.edu/t/UM-Public/views/National_State_Local_Child_and_Youth_Homelessness_Data_Profiles/NationalStateLocalstory?%3Adisplay_count=n&%3Aembed=y&%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y&%3Aorigin=viz_share_link&%3AshowAppBanner=false&%3AshowVizHome=n


In December, the Wisconsin Office of Children’s Mental Health (OCMH)
released a fact sheet on housing stability in Wisconsin.  The fact sheet shares
information and up-to-date research on the importance of stable housing,
statewide housing trends, and links to county specific resources for things like
down payment assistance, energy assistance, and emergency shelters. 

Not only is the information on the fact sheet beneficial for early childhood
professionals to access, but also families. Posting the fact sheet on community
bulletin boards and places family and community members access allows
information to be shared with parents, guardians, and families of children
supported in early childhood settings. Sharing the information gives people
access to the research and resources, opportunity for self-advocacy, and the
opportunity for connection and conversation about housing needs and
challenges.

New fact sheets are released regularly and focus on key issues and topics
related to children’s mental health in Wisconsin. Current and past fact sheets
can be found on The Wisconsin Office of Children’s Mental Health website. 

Access the Housing Stability Fact Sheet in English here.
Access the Housing Stability Fact Sheet in Spanish here.
Access the Housing Stability Fact Sheet in Hmong here.

New Resea rch  F rom W iscons in ' s  O f f i ce
o f  Ch i l d ren 's  Menta l  Hea l th

https://energyandhousing.wi.gov/Pages/Home.aspx
https://children.wi.gov/Pages/ResearchData/FactSheets.aspx
https://children.wi.gov/Documents/ResearchData/OCMH%20Fact%20Sheet_December%202022_Housing%20Stability.pdf
https://children.wi.gov/Documents/ResearchData/OCMH%20Fact%20Sheet_December%202022_Housing%20Stability_Spanish.pdf
https://children.wi.gov/Documents/ResearchData/OCMH%20Fact%20Sheet_December%202022_Housing%20Stability_Hmong.pdf


The mission of the WI Early Childhood 
Collaborating Partners: All children will be

healthy, nurtured, safe and successful.

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction’s (DPI) Education for Homeless
Children and Youth (EHCY) has several training opportunities for the 2022-
2023 school year. All training opportunities are free to attend.

Stay informed of The Education for Homeless Children and Youth (EHCY)
program's updates, trainings, and webinar registration details by
subscribing to their email communication list. To subscribe, provide your
name and email on this survey link. 

T ra in ing  Oppo r tun i t i es

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1k_avhYJifSxQoTzhVHSbxlp8DjtdcuKW/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117496092465601064521&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1k_avhYJifSxQoTzhVHSbxlp8DjtdcuKW/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117496092465601064521&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1k_avhYJifSxQoTzhVHSbxlp8DjtdcuKW/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117496092465601064521&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeBLL9F77TejsbpEBuB0AXXXoZY3o-Cim9bZuMueZVQWPjtNQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeBLL9F77TejsbpEBuB0AXXXoZY3o-Cim9bZuMueZVQWPjtNQ/viewform

